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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ota et al, 
US Patent Pub. 2002/0188364 A1. 

Re Claim 1 , Ota et al discloses a digital mixer apparatus for performing mixing 
processing on sound signals to output mixed sound signals ( fig. 3 ). said apparatus 
comprising: a plurality of input channels each arranged to receive a sound signal ( fig. 3: 
312: para 0052 ): a plurality of buses each arranged to perform mixing processing on the 
sound signals input thereto from one or more of said plurality of input channels and 
thereby output mixed sound signals ( fig. 3: 314; para 0048 ): a plurality of bus selecting 
operators provided in corresponding relation to said plurality of buses, each of said bus 
selecting operators selecting a corresponding one of said buses in response to 
operation thereof ( fig. 2: 232: paras 0049-0050 ): a plurality of channel-specific send 
operators provided in corresponding relation to said plurality of input channels, each of 
said channel-specific send operators controlling a level of the sound signal to be 
delivered from a corresponding one of said input channels to the selected bus ( para 
0050 ): a plurality of channel-ON operators provided in corresponding relation to said 
plurality of input channels, each of said channel-ON operators turning on/off the sound 
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signal to be passed through a corresponding one of said input channels and having a 
display that displays a signal ON/OFF state of the corresponding input channel ( fia. 2: 
233: para 0040 ): a send ON/OFF section that turns on/off delivery of the sound signals 
from said input channels to said buses for each of combinations of said input channels 
and said buses ( fig. 2: 233: para 0040 ): and a control section ( fig. 2: 231-1 to 231-16 ) 
that, while any one of said plurality of bus selecting operators is being operated beyond 
a predetermined time period, causes the displays of said channel-ON operators to 
display ON/OFF states, in said send ON/OFF section, of the delivery of the sound 
signals from the input channels, corresponding to said channel-ON operators, to the bus 
corresponding to the one bus selecting operator ( paras 0039-0040 ). 
Claim 2 has been analyzed and rejected according to claim 1 . 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Suyama et al, 
US Patent Pub. 2002/01 56547 A1 . 

Re Claim 3, Suyama et al discloses a digital mixer apparatus for performing 
mixing processing on sound signals to output mixed sound signals ( fig. 1 ). said 
apparatus comprising: a plurality of input channels each arranged to receive a sound 
signal ( fig. 1: 112 & 113 ): a plurality of layer operators provided in corresponding 
relation to a plurality of layers provided by dividing said plurality of input channels into 
groups each comprising a predetermined number of the input channels ( para 0020 ). 
each of said layer operators selecting, in response to operation thereof, the 
predetermined number of the input channels belonging to a corresponding one of said 
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layers ( paras 0021-0020 ): a first bus that performs mixing processing on the sound 
signals input thereto from selected ones of said plurality of input channels and thereby 
outputs mixed sound signals ( fig. 1: 114; para 0046 ): a predetermined number of first 
level operators ( fig. 2a: 212: fig. 3: 302 ) to which are allocated the predetermined 
number of the input channels selected via said layer operator, each of said first level 
operators adjusting, in response to operation thereof, delivery levels of the sound 
signals to be delivered from the input channels allocated thereto to said first bus ( para 
0053 ): a plurality of second buses that perform mixing processing on the sound signals 
input thereto from selected ones of said plurality of input channels and thereby output 
mixed sound signals ( fig. 1: 115-117: para 0046 ): a plurality of bus selecting operators 
( fig. 5: 502 & 503: para 0060 ) provided in corresponding relation to said plurality of 
second buses, each of said bus selecting operators selecting a corresponding one of 
said second buses in response to operation thereof ( fig. 5: 502 & 503: para 0060 ): a 
predetermined number of second level operators to which are allocated the 
predetermined number of the input channels selected via said layer operator, each of 
said second level operators adjusting, in response to operation thereof ( para 0060 ). 
delivery levels of the sound signals to be delivered from the input channels allocated 
thereto to said second bus selected via said bus selecting operator( //a. 5: 502 & 503: 
para 0060 ): and a control section ( fig. 5: para 0060 ) that, in response to operation of 
any one of said plurality of bus selecting operators during continued operation of any 
one of said plurality of layer operators, copies, as the delivery levels, set via said 
second level operator ( paras 0020-0022 ). of the signals to be delivered from the 
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predetermined number of the input channels set via said second level operator to said 
second bus corresponding to the one bus selecting operator, the delivery levels, set via 
said first level operator, of the signals to be delivered from the predetermined number of 
the input channels ( para 0060 ). corresponding to the one layer operator ( para 0020 ). to 
said first bus. 
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Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
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